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ULITURE CAPITAL

For lovers of books, art, cinema and music, there’s a
London home that’s perfect for you, writes Jane Slade

he revival of London’s culeural sector to nouris zh its live-music-starved

post pandemic is lock support,

and it is che capital’s senior residents performed by gar:lm— Harn..n and
I be at the forefront. Car:lj.n Scott from the B

n for the arts,

idents by hosting

ola recitals over Zoom. The recicals

£ a:cordmg to .\{:r.x .:L'.n_cn ;EO of Innovation has been key to enticing lovers of art,
r-living brand Pegasus. music and literature to the capr‘ s prime retirement
2 in London becz opened 2 library
thers cheir friends live” elopment The
pital needs -as the :' irse time the

r had partnersd a residential

v have plans to curace libraries atits
mes establishing Elysian as a haven for

in Stanmore. T
.]1

tirement

lopments in London; Chimes
estminster and Belle Vue and Fizjohn's in
Hampstead. Designad for culture vultures, the
exude the character of 2 top London learning and dizco
ocked I:brar}‘ lous club rooms and in Stein at the library
Sir Trevor McDonald.

at the heare of LifeC

community, o

—nm=b rhab dc astar

the heritag idence’s
as Dame Barbara Z-!-.— W 'nrrh Battersea Place too. Owners have not cnlj, establ
A similar ambience is capeured furcher s an C era Suj ppAr Club but recently
Clapham at newl: ent starting with
E ‘—d by watchi

-opened Audley N
are furnished v'ch antiques and

walls 2dorned by piccures lozned from are galleries
g into the cultural pass
s USP. It wene the

read chrough
he film at therr

ons O 1ts

xera mile during

40 The London Magazine



PROPERTY FOCUS

galleries and museums (when restrictions allow).
Bibliophile resident Sarah Anderszon curates the
Batrerzea Place village library. She is che former owner
of the famous bookshop featured in Richard Curtis’s
beloved romcom Noteing Hill. “Every ame I scepped
out of the front door, thers were tourists taking
photographs,” she recalls. “I sold the business in
the 905, but continued to run it for the new owners
untl 2006.7
Some of the capital’s retirement communities
are becoming culeural hotspots in their own righe.
Riverstone’s two schemes in Fulham (one-beds
from £860,000) and Kensington (one-beds from
£1.115m) have ambitions to stage live music and
entertainment events and live-stream them across
their developments. “These are large developments.”
explains Riverstone CEO Jason Leck. “Fulham will
have 161 apartments and Kensington 190, so there will
be between 250 and 300 people which will create 2
significant communicy that will bring it alive.”
There are plans for 2 cinema ac each village and
2 multi-activicy space for an audience of 30-100
pecple. Lesk also wants to build parmerships with the
Nadional Theatre and other cultural insticutions.
Cinemas and grand pianos are becoming standard
too. Cinnamon Retirement’s Eden Coure village
in Battersea, comprising one and two-badroom
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apartments, is within seriking distance of the brighe
lights of London’s thearreland, Bartersea Ares Centre
and Royal Festival Hall. Bue when residents return
they can enjoy live music in the piano bar or watcha
film in the cinema room.

All Signature Senior Lifestyle’s homes have pianos
and the new ones in Beckenham Barnet and Hendon
will have 2 cinema and library. There are zlso plans
to launch 2 Signature TV channel to broadcase
performances and activities from different sites.
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